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FFA students
will call on
area farmers

Project profects watershed

Equipped with farm
assessment  booklets and
training by area profes-
siomals, members of the
Mannming FFA chapter are

|:I]".'.'|'Jijl'lllg I wislt a&area
farmers o alk  aboot
water

"The smdents @il

meel with farmers and do
& SiEp-by-sicp assessment
of their farmland,” said
Manning FFA instructor
Larissa Rupnow.

It was originally
hoped that 20 FFA mem-
bers would vistt two farms
each. thus reaching a total
of 401 farms.

Rupnow said, "1 am
really pleased with the
mumber of smdents who
have shown an interest in
this project. ‘While the
goal was to have 20 kids
involved, | might even
have more,”

The smdents are wval-
unteering o support work
of the WELL (Water Edu-
cation Locally Led) Com-
mitiee, a sub-commitices
which formed last fall as a
result of meetings that fo-
cused on the Upper West
Nishnabotna Watershed.

Tom Gach, Carroll,
1A, a WELL volunteer
who works for the Depart-
ment of Environmental
Health, stated, "If some-
one from the county or a

neighbor were (0 ask ques-
Lhons aboul a farmer’s
well, o may cause the
farmer o become defen-
sivie. We don't want 1o be
threatening.”

Gach comtinued, "The
FFA seems like an ideal
group to help with this
project.”

The smidents and
farmers will go through an
assessment process o help
the farmer realize any
problems he may have, as
well as options that are
available. The results of
the assessment is stricily
for the landowner, After
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the student works through
the assessment with  the
farmer, the information
will be lefi with the
farmer,

Approximaiely 60

people took part in the
series of watershed discus-
sions last fall.

"At the fimal meeting
the group wdentified the
priority areas they wanted
o work in - water quality,
sircambank  stabilzanon,
soil erosion, and educa-
tion. The group broke inlo
four groups to focus on
those topics,” said Tom
Buman of Agren, Inc. of
Carroll, [A, who coorndi-
nated the meetings.

Since that ome, the
commnees have worked
independently,. Some have
had guesi speakers address

mestings in an effort 1w
better understand their ob-
Jectives, Each commities
was o establhish goals and
a work plan to accomplish
the poals by December
2003.

The WELL Commit-
e is one of four sub-
commitiee established. s
membeérs are Aggressive
and moving forward.

"Our group is educa-
tion. but we are focusing
more on wells, septic svs-
tems and boffer strips.
We want o educate people
about those thinmgs,” staied
Rupnaow.

The group has pre-
pared a work plan [ ac-
complish the following
goals. To motivate the
residents of the Upper
West Nishmabotna River
Watershed to

- close B0-100 aban-
doned wells,

- renovate 10 wells,

- bring five septic sys-
iems that are out of
comphance up to code,

- enroll a twial of 100
acres of filter strips (ap-
proximately five acres per
landowner).

"We want o educare
people as to things they
can do, like the buffer
strips. There is probably
more  (money) m  buffer
sirips than you can get out
of that land by farming
it,” said commitice mem-
ber Luarry Genzen, Man-
ning. “We want people o
know what's available.”

Gach commented, "A
lot of people are m-

=— 1
pressed o learn that you
can get 5150-5175 an acre
for buffer strips and a 510
a year sign-up bonus ai the
begmning. There’s money
out there to help close
wells, and water lesting is
done Tor free. We want 1o
let people kmow what is
avitlable,

"But  we  won't tell
people what they have o
dio,” added Rupnow. "We
want o ket them know the
ophions: that are avalable
and the reasons Wwhy it
woitld be beneficial 1w
them, as well as to the en-
Vironment. "

A series of 11 infor-
mational fowa
Farm*A*Syst  booklets,
published by the lowa
Farm Bureau and the lowa
Department of Natural Re-
sources, are being utilized
by the WELL Committes.
The first brochure, entitled
"Assessing the Character-
istics of Your Farmsiead”,
is a sie assessment guide-
ling the students and farm-
ers will use. It asks ques-
tons, such as, "Is your
farmstead susceptible to
contamination?” and
"How do the physical
characteristics of my farm-
stead affect the guality of
groundwarer?”

“The booklet about as-
sessing really ties every-
thing together. It helps
vou realize why you need
to know where your septic
system {8 located and why
you need 0 know where
your well is,” said Gach,
"After going through the
assessment, it helps you
realize that maybe the fuel
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Tom Gach, Carrall, 1A, a WELL volunteer who works for the Department of Envi-

|

ronmental Health, recently met with Manning FFA members, informing them
about an upcoming farm assessment program and asking for their help.

shouldn't be stored next o
the well, or where you
would nof want o smore
vour pesticides.”

Before the on-the-farm
visits begin in March, the
students  will  test  their
knowledge by performing
an actual farm assessment.

"We'll teke them out
and go through the assess-
ment process with them so
ey know what o do
when they are on their
own,” said Gach.

Genzen made refer-
ence to a field day held on
the Duane Karsten farm in
November, He expressed
appreciation for Karsten's
cooperation, stating the
expenience was helpful for
the comumittes members

"We looked at his
wells and his feedlots and
how they drain. We filled
out an assessment sheet
and left it with Duane,”
sald Genzen.

question, we know where
WE cifi g0 10 get the infor
mation, " said Gach.
FArmErs can expect to
be contacied by the FFA
students in March. Any-
one imterested in having an
asscssment  completed on
their farm can make sure
their mitme is on the list by
calling Agren, Inc. at 712-
T92-6248, or they can e-
mall Sach it Eagwind:
u.net or Rupnow at frup-
now@manning k12 ia.us.

Genzen said the water-
shed discussions began in
search of ways 0 address
flooding by slowing water
flow through the area. The
committee  also  reflected
on how changes in farm-
ing practices have affected
water guality and lifestyle.

"When we were Kids
working our in the field,
and we got thirsty, we'd
run over and lay on our
belly and take a drink ouwt

Genren, who teaches
FFA in the I-K-M
schools, 13 hoping mem-
bers of his chapter can
perform some farm assess-
ment m the Irem. TA.
dreq.

Active members of the
WELL Committee include
Genzen, Buman, Rupnow,
Gach, Dave Kusel, Nancy
Gach, Karen Lampman
and Ralph Lampman of
the Soil and Water Cone
gervation Dastricl

of the creek.” said Gen-

zen. "You wouldn't do
that today .
Members of WELL

are currently looking for
exposure. In the months
ahead, they hope to share
information with farmers
at  wvarious cvents and
meetings  sponsored by
area ag businesses. They
also wanl people W0 contact
the commitiee 1f they have
questions.

"We have enough con-

tacts.,
kniow

that i we don't
how f0o answer a



